
Good evening, Wicomico school families. This is Donna Hanlin, with an update that starts with a 
big “thank you.” Thank you to everyone for pulling together to support children during this very 
difficult time. Thank you for being flexible and patient as we create new ways to continue 
student engagement and learning outside of the traditional classroom. 
 
This week our teachers have been busy connecting remotely with students, wrapping up grades 
for the 3rd marking term, preparing to use online learning tools such as Google Classroom, and 
becoming familiar with learning materials prepared in both the digital and nondigital format 
options. These materials are organized for reading/language arts and mathematics at the 
elementary level.  At the middle and high school levels, materials are organized by grade level 
and/or content areas. 
 
Beginning on Monday, April 6th, digital learning packets will be available online through our 
website (www.wcboe.org) and school web pages. Schools will also give out nondigital learning 
packets on April 6 and 7 for students who do not have internet access at home; each school will 
notify its families of the packet pickup schedule. The second set of learning materials will 
become available, again in both formats, beginning on April 16th.  The recommended time 
students are expected to be online to complete assignments ranges from 30 minutes for our 
youngest students to 30 minutes per subject area for our secondary students.  
 
As students complete this work, they should return completed materials online as directed by 
their teachers or can scan or email a phone shot of the work to demonstrate that they continue 
to be engaged in learning.  Students who are unable to return their work electronically should 
keep all work until it is possible to return it to school. During this closure, completed work will 
not be returned physically to the school site. 
 
If your student needs a laptop, please contact your student’s school. We have a limited number 
of laptops available. We will prioritize requests for laptops for seniors, who have just a few 
more weeks of instruction to fulfill the requirements to earn a diploma. We ask that families 
who have a device at home respect the fact that many of our families have no devices. Families 
should not expect to have a device for each of their children.   
 
For those with a device, but no access to the internet, in the coming days we will also be 
sharing locations outside school buildings where students and families will be able to access Wi-
Fi to complete online work, if you wish to use this option. You’ll find information on our website 
(www.wcboe.org) about Comcast Internet Essentials, a program which provides affordable 
internet service to many homes new to Comcast. 
 
We care about your safety and want to remind everyone to please stay home except for 
essential reasons. On March 30th Governor Hogan issued a new Executive Order that directs 
everyone to stay at home except when doing essential work or tasks (attached).  The Executive 
Order states in part that “Traveling to and from an educational institution for purposes of 
receiving meals or instructional materials for distance learning” is an essential activity. 

http://www.wcboe.org/
http://www.wcboe.org/


Therefore, trips to access Wi-Fi for instruction or to pick up packets of materials on those days 
identified are allowed under the Governor’s stay-at-home order.  
 
Also, distribution of meal bundles for children continues tomorrow from 12-1 p.m.  But please 
note that starting next week, larger school meal bundles will be given out three days a week. 
The days for next week will be Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  The school system will be 
closed Friday, April 10th and Monday, April 13th for the spring holiday break. 
 
We know our students and staff miss seeing each other at school, but if we work together in 
these extraordinary circumstances, we can hope to soon get to better, more normal times. 
Again, thank you for your patience.  Please keep learning with your student, and stay healthy.  
 


